Free Things to See and Do in Juneau

from the Juneau Arts & Humanities Council

Juneau is filled with exciting, fun, free activities for the whole family: 

· Enjoy the Mendenhall Glacier and surrounding trails any day. A small fee for admission to the Visitors Center is charged May – September, free during the winter. They also have free programs for young children during the summer, and Fireside Chats during the winter.  

· Juneau Community Planet Walk and Project Playground at Twin Lakes Recreational Area – a self-guided walk, playground, and on hot days, swimming. 

· Alaskan Brewing Company (5429 Shaune Drive) offers free tours and sampling year round. 

· Check out the Downtown Historic District. The City Museum offers a map to help you explore, and during the summer does offer tours with a guide for a small fee.  

· On First Fridays every month galleries around town open in the evening and the whole community turns out to visit, shop, and look at the artwork. 

· The public libraries (Downtown atop the waterfront parking garage), Douglas, Mendenhall Valley in the Mendenhall Mall, the Alaska State Historical Library in the State Office Building, and the University of Alaska SE Egan Library all offer free events throughout the year. http://www.juneau.org/library/

· Juneau Parks and Recreation offers free, guided hikes (snow-shoing and cross-country skiing in the winter) on Wednesdays for adults, and Saturdays for families. 

· Friday evenings during the summer at 7 pm enjoy free Concerts in the Park in Marine Park, and on Sunday afternoons at 4 pm free Sundays at Savikko in Pioneer Pavilion in Douglas, brought to you by Juneau Arts & Humanities Council. 

· Stroll along the waterfront and visit the harbors – lots of boats, fishing activity, and fun. See Patsy Ann and other sculptures. 

· Tour the Alaska State Capitol Building – self-guided year round or guided in the summer. 

· Visit the exhibits of Alaska Native art in the Federal Building lobby and in the Sealaska Plaza.

· St. Nicholas Church, the oldest original Russian Orthodox Church structure in Alaska, built in 1894, is open for tours in the summer – a small donation is requested. 

· Enjoy the free organ concert in the State Office Building 8th floor Atrium on Fridays at noon. This fully restored Kimball pipe organ is fascinating to look at, and the Atrium includes a totem and an outdoor balcony view of Gastineau Channel. 

· The City and Borough Assembly Chambers has a remarkable photomural of the Mendenhall Glacier and on the wal outside is a mural by Bill C. Ray “Raven Discovers Mankind in a Clamshell”. 

· Juneau’s founders Richard Harris and Joe Juneau are buried in Evergreen Cemetery on Gold Street downtown. A plaque honoring Chief Kowee of the Auk Tlingit tribe who led them to the gold, is also there. 

· Visit the Shrine of St. Therese at 23 mile: a picturesque spot with a good vantage point for viewing marine wildlife. 

· The Jensen-Olsen Arboretum, just past the Shrine, is open in the summer Tuesdays – Sundays, a gorgeous garden in a remarkable setting. 

· Pick up a trail map at the Juneau Convention and Visitors Bureau office and explore trails throughout the borough. 

· Visit the University of Alaska SE Campus – nestled along Auke Lake, it offers free lectures during the school year as well as a variety of activities throughout the year. 

· JUMP (Juneau Underground Motion Picture) Society offers free film festivals during the year: http://jumpsociety.org/
· Juneau World Affairs Council bring international speakers, the presentations are free: 

· The Alaska Folk Festival in April offers a week of concerts, all free. ‘

· Jazz & Classics presents a festival in May, with free noon concerts and family events: www.jazzandclassics.org. 

· Local streams, beginning in mid-July, have spawning salmon fighting their way to the spawning grounds. Common places to view this is Gold Creek, Salmon Creek, and by the Mendenhall Glacier. 

· The Marie Drake Planetarium on Glacier Avenue offers a variety of programs throughout the year including yoga, lectures, and sci-fi films. www.mariedrakeplanetarium.com/
· During the Summer: The Sunday Market on the lawn at the JACC offers artwork, produce, and food. The last Saturday of August is the annual Food Festival with workshops, food, and local products. Entry is free. 
Most of all Thank You for your encouragement and all you do in the community to help make Juneau the best place to live! 

